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Maria Rosa separates some of the blizzard of white paper waste sent by the state to Sacramento's
Recycling Industries, which sorts and bundles it for shipment to China. Some question the wisdom of
the state's recycling practices under a 1989 state law.
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Near Mark Oldfield's desk at the California Department of Conservation sits a ream of copy paper that is
more than a routine office commodity.

Made in part from recycled fiber, it is a symbol of the state's green spirit, one ream among thousands
backing the department's claim that it is a champion of the environment — and complies with state law
requiring it to buy recycled paper.

There is a dark side to those sheets of bright, white paper: the part that isn't recycled comes from
trees logged in the biologically rich but endangered forests of Indonesia.

Oldfield, a public affairs officer, was not aware of the connection until contacted by The Bee. Now that
he knows, Oldfield said his office will not buy anymore and may try to return the unused reams.

"We're required to buy this type of paper," he said. "And that's what we did."

California has a worldwide reputation as a leader in global warming, more so than any other state. But
an ongoing Bee investigation has found some of the state's choices — such as failing to evaluate
environmental costs of printer ink cartridge recycling and allowing its employees to travel on the dime
of energy companies — raise questions about the effectiveness of its efforts.

The state law requiring agencies to buy large quantities of paper with a minimum of 30 percent
recycled content is another seemingly green choice that may be backfiring on the climate.
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Over the past two decades, that mandate has helped achieve one of the bedrock missions of the
environmental movement: keeping as much scrap paper from piling up in landfills as possible. But the
state makes no effort to track the carbon footprint of its policies.

In fact, records obtained by The Bee through the California Public Records Act indicate the state —
which purchases about 6 million pages of office copy paper a day and recycles much of it — actually
knows little about the full impact of recycled paper.

"There is on-going controversy regarding ... post-consumer recycled content in paper products," says
a June 24 Department of General Services memo. "We do not understand the process ... or its
environmental impact."

Wisdom of mandate argued

Like offices everywhere, the state consumes a blizzard of copy paper. About 3.2 million reams, each
containing 500 sheets — 1.6 billion in all — were bought last year, state officials estimate. Lay those
pages end-to-end and they would reach around the world 11 times.

One of the largest worries is that relying on recycled paper without reducing consumption will hasten
climate change because the paper is shipped in from distant locations, increasing greenhouse gas
pollution. Nearly all of the paper the state recycles, in turn, is shipped back out again, generating still
more greenhouse gas.

"The world is going to fry because we want to buy recycled fiber from the wrong sources around the
world and ignore the transportation impacts," said Stan Rhodes, president of Scientific Certification
Systems, a Bay Area company that verifies green standards for Starbucks, Home Depot and other
companies.

Yalmaz Siddiqui, director of environmental strategy for Office Depot, a major supplier of recycled
paper to California from sources in the southern United States and Wisconsin, has urged the state to
be skeptical about Rhodes' concerns.

"It's very dangerous to open up the notion that 'recycled is not good' to the marketplace," Siddiqui
wrote in an April 27 e-mail to the Department of General Services.

"Yes, Stan will be able to find specific examples where recycling loops cause additional carbon,"
Siddiqui added. "We need to be very careful that these examples do not confuse the marketplace and
force people to simply give up buying green altogether because they don't know what the right 'green’
thing to do is."

Currently, about $7 out of every $10 state agencies spend on paper buys paper with 30 percent or
higher recycled content — exceeding the legal requirement that half of such spending be for recycled
paper. Some agencies — including California Environmental Protection Agency, the state Integrated
Waste Management Board and the Department of General Services — even buy 100 percent recycled-
content paper.

Conservation focus shifting
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California's State Agency Buy Recycled Campaign grew out of legislation passed in 1989, when times
were simpler. Garbage was the enemy. Almost no one talked about global warming.

Now that the state is a leader in the war against climate change and seeking to shrink its carbon
footprint, some say it's time to adapt and measure the effort's climate impact.

"You can't automatically assume recycled content is good," said Robert Tetz, former manager of the
state's environmentally preferable purchasing program at a conference this spring.

"You have to be careful about the energy and environmental impacts we incur in the process of
recycling," he continued. "When we talk about what's green, a lot of the 100 percent-recycled paper
we're buying in California is not green."

Chris Peck, director of the office of public affairs at the California Integrated Waste Management Board,
which oversees the Buy Recycled campaign, said agency staffers are interested but must remain
focused on their legislative mission.

"Because of our statutory responsibility, which is to keep material out of the landfill, we have to filter
what we see and learn through that lens," Peck said.

Tetz convened a June meeting on the subject with paper specialists.

"There is growing debate regarding the wisdom of our many choices," he said in an April e-mail
invitation.

At the meeting, Rhodes — the green certification specialist — displayed slides and data suggesting the
state's carbon footprint actually grows larger when it buys recycled paper from distant mills.

"Is the (recycled content) law counterproductive for global warming?" Rhodes asked in an interview.
"Yes. It's insane. ... It has ignored the fact we're in a climate crisis. And stubbornly the state of
California refuses to deal with it."

Others challenge his assertions. "Some of the information doesn't make sense," said Susan Kinsella,
executive director of Conservatree, a nonprofit that promotes the purchase of recycled-content paper.

"When you produce recycled paper, you're reducing the amount of energy overall that's used; you
reduce what goes into landfills," said Kinsella, who attended the June meeting. "If paper goes into
landfills, it produces methane, which is 25 times the strength of carbon dioxide."

Minutes of the June session show that interest was high: "Scott Harvey, DGS chief deputy director ...
commented on the importance of the topic of discussion and expressed strong support for our efforts
from the Director all the way to the Governor's office."

The minutes also note that Tetz hoped that in-depth study — known as a life-cycle impact analysis —
would grow from the meeting, to sort out competing claims and scrutinize all of the environmental
impacts of recycled paper.

Instead, Tetz was transferred to another job in September after complaining that a state printer ink
cartridge recycling program was less eco-friendly than refilling and re-using them. At the time, his
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boss said the transfer was not related to his criticism.

"l did not have the necessary support here at the Department of General Services," he wrote in an e-
mail to meeting participants apologizing for the lack of action. "At least we tried."

Jeffrey Young, deputy director for public affairs at General Services, said officials would like to have an
in-depth paper study done — and actually solicited bids for one earlier this year — but were unable to
proceed because of the state's budget crisis.

Conserving and recycling

There is a far more certain way for state employees to help forests, landfills and climate, according to
Rhodes: Don't hit the print button.

"Don't use paper," he said. "Only use paper when you want to archive."

Indeed, some e-mails sent by state employees now contain a green logo that says: "Please consider
the environment before printing."

Nonetheless, thousands of tons of scrap paper find their way every month from state recycling bins
and loading docks to a 3-acre industrial site in south Sacramento, where it is sorted and bundled for
shipment to China on fossil fuel-powered ocean tankers.

What happens once it gets to China is not clear, but paper industry officials say little comes back to
California as recycled office paper. Instead, they said, much of it is made into cardboard, tissue paper
and paper plates, at paper mills powered by polluting coal-fired power plants.

Dave Kuhnen, general manager of the Sacramento facility, Recycling Industries, recently walked
through gigantic mounds and bales of paper speckled with state trash, from a Department of Fish and
Game manual on waterfowl and upland game hunting regulations to unused Department of Motor
Vehicles change of address forms.

"Recycling is always better," said Kuhnen. "Anytime you can reduce the demand for the Earth's
resources, and keep material out of the landfill, | think we are better off."

It is not a panacea, however. Some pulp from trees always will be a necessary part of the paper-
making process because the microscopic fibers that bind it together eventually break down.

"One hundred percent post-consumer recycled content paper isn't sustainable," said Andrew Hurst, a
waste management specialist at the California Integrated Waste Management Board. "If everybody did
it ... we wouldn't have paper.

"A piece of fiber is only good for about seven turns," Hurst said. "And then it is so short, it comes out
in the wash and is part of the sludge."

Paper's sources questioned

Dwelling on the recycled content of paper overlooks other critical issues, according to Jim Butler,
director of procurement at the Department of General Services.
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"There is nothing inherently wrong with 100 percent, or 30 percent," Butler said. "We have to get
beyond what percent recycled it is (to) where the source is, and what are the feed stocks that are
contributing to this."

Interviews and records obtained by The Bee show that the state buys recycled paper from at least
two companies that environmentalists say are logging in destructive ways.

One is International Paper, which operates across the American South. Last year, dozens of state
agencies, departments and other jurisdictions, from the California Conservation Corps to the
Governor's Office, bought at least 20,000 reams of paper — or 10 million pages — made in IP mills.

"IP is known for some of the most egregious practices in the region, including large-scale clear-
cutting and conversion of natural forests to plantations," said Scott Quaranda, campaign director for
the Dogwood Alliance, a North Carolina environmental group.

Kathleen Bark, an IP spokeswoman, disputed that. "International Paper has a long history of
responsible forest practices," she said in an e-mail. "When we owned forest lands, we continually
balanced the growing and harvesting of trees with protecting biodiversity. ... Although we no longer
own forest lands, we have continued our commitment to sustainable forestry."

The other company targeted by environmentalists is Asia Pulp and Paper, which has extensive
operations in Indonesia and manufactures the 30 percent recycled content paper called Exceedo
purchased in June by the Department of Conservation.

When those five boxes of paper — containing 50 reams — arrived in the state office wrapped in
greenish paper with a leafy motif, they certainly looked eco-friendly.

But Lafcadio Cortesi, forest campaign director for the Rain Forest Action Network in San Francisco,
said the company's logging practices are so harmful that his organization and others have persuaded
major U.S. retailers to stop selling its paper.

"It's some of the worst forest destruction in the world," said Cortesi, who has visited Indonesia several
times. Because carbon-rich peat lands are logged and converted to plantations — releasing
greenhouse gases into the atmosphere in the process — it is bad for global warming, too, he said.

Asked about the state's purchase, Cortesi said: "They need to do their due diligence. If you do any
homework at all, Indonesia pops up with a big red flag."

Oldfield, the Department of Conservation spokesman, said his office was focusing instead on recycled
content.

"We were consuming a paper with certain guidelines — 30 percent recycled content — without knowing
the background of the manufacturer," he said. "It's not something we would typically look into."

They also were focusing on price. Each case cost the department $32.98 — the lowest of four bids
solicited.

Now, Oldfield said, the office is debating what to do with the 30 or so reams of paper that remain.
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"We are going to see if we can return it," he said.

7/6/10 10:43 AM

That would mean contacting Burkett's Office Supplies on Younger Creek Drive in Sacramento where
owner Randy Mael said he also sold some of the paper to the Department of Health Services.

Mael said he was not aware of any problem with it.

"We buy 50,000 different products," Mael said. "We are a company with 30 people. Unfortunately, we
just don't have the time to research all the products that we buy."

But, he added, "l don't have any interest in harming the environment. ... If it was found that this was
something that — according to reliable standards — was harming the environment, we wouldn't sell it."

© Copyright The Sacramento Bee. All rights reserved.

Call The Bee's Tom Knudson, (630) 582-5336.

About Comments

Reader comments on Sacbee.com are the opinions of the writer, not The Sacramento Bee. If you see
an objectionable comment, click the "report abuse" button below it. We will delete comments
containing inappropriate links, obscenities, hate speech, and personal attacks. Flagrant or repeat
violators will be banned. See more about comments here.

educatingmyself wrote on 11/11/2009 07:56:24 PM:

Response to pitash-

| am curious what your scientific data is to justify the statement
“...earth has been cooling for two decades....”. There are thousands
of scientist worldwide that agree Global Warming is a real, serious,
imminent threat to the continued survival of the Earth and survival of
its inhabitants (humans included). It took the combined efforts of
millions of people to get the world in the troubled state it is in now. It
will take the combined efforts of millions of people to turn it around.
Educating oneself is a good place to star

-dl
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bawilli7 wrote on 11/11/2009 12:45:59 PM:

This is an incredibly unfortunate and uninformative article based on
a lot speculation. I'm sorry Mr. Knudson, but this is poor reporting. A
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life-cycle analysis would have to be done on each paper company
to determine if it is better or worse than virgin paper from a GHG
perspective. Also, where the virgin paper harvested from would be a
very important factor. Transportation from overseas is typically
negligible due to volume. Type of energy used to produce the
recycled paper must also be taken into account. And even if the
GHG's are higher than virgin paper, you would still have to consider
the benefits to water quality and waste reduction.

If you really want to know more about this check out Environmental
Defense Fund's Paper Calculator website. It is the clearing house
for research on the matter.

Recommend (0) ., Report abuse

allan2read wrote on 11/11/2009 02:10:23 AM:

Bottom line the planet does not care. Global Warming as it is being
promoted is a bunch of bunk. When ever one dive into any story,
one finds a daisy chain of peer reviewed articles that link to each
other. All which begin with: Assume a spherical cow......I can show
just how global warming will impact my research
budget....consequently oceans will rise and it will rain for forty
days..."sorry wrong apocalyptical event"....mankind will die off or at
least | get my funding..
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dcoombs wrote on 11/10/2009 10:11:11 AM:

"keepyourslfincheck wrote on 11/09/2009 04:38:07 PM:

dcoombs wrote on 11/09/2009 03:56:38 PM:

My only qualifications are that I'm a fairly smart guy who has doen
about 100 hours of personal research into the issue so as to form as
unbiased and well informed opinion as | could. What | found is the
definition of sophistry.

Sophistry = 1) a subtle, tricky, superficially plausible, but generally
fallacious method of reasoning. and 2) a false argument.”

Correct! | think you've got it!
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Obamunist_Party wrote on 11/10/2009 02:02:59 AM:

Environmentalism is 100% fraud. "Recycling" paper will not change
the earth's temperature either up or down by one trillionth of one
billionth of 1 degree, which any real scientist will be able to prove.
Environmentlism is fraud designed to enrich liberal fascist
Democrats. Anyone who believes this superstitious cult religion is a
stooge.

Recommend (3) . Report abuse

mark2spae wrote on 11/09/2009 11:20:41 PM:

So, the recycled paper that earned the lead in this story was, in a
time of fiscal emergency, the lowest priced bid. The state office in
question followed the purchasing guidelines it was given, got bids,
and bought the least expensive paper (according to Knudson, five
cartons at $32.98. That equals a whopping $164.90 worth of paper).
Meanwhile, the Bee uses tons of newsprint seven days a week, and
sends out a fleet of gas-guzzling vans and trucks every day to
deliver it all over northern California. Knudson and the Bee
quacking about the environment = total hypocrisy.

Recommend (4) . Report abuse

someonespadre wrote on 11/09/2009 07:53:45 PM:

| wonder if the Ship's Newspaper investigated where the Ship's
paper was purchased during the early morning hours of April 15,
1912. Yeah, they probably grilled uh | mean interviewed Thomas
Andrews on the paper and where it came from.

Recommend (0) ., Report abuse

Hikergrl wrote on 11/09/2009 06:19:27 PM:

Maybe the solution isn't not stop using recycled paper. Perhaps the
issue could be resolved by cancelling the contract with Sacramento
Recycling Industries - who ships the recycled paper to China - and
contracting with a different firm, one that either handles the
recycling process or subcontracts to a firm within the US. | cannot
believe that all recycled paper in the US gets shipped to

http://www.sacbee.com/2009/11/09/2314229/bee-exclusive-states-recycled.html Page 9 of 10


javascript:%20void(0)
javascript:%20void(0)
http://www.sacbee.com/personas?plckUserId=9553d059edab4ebc45f6796e86231676-1612373&insiteUserId=9553d059edab4ebc45f6796e86231676-1612373
javascript:%20void(0)
javascript:%20void(0)
http://www.sacbee.com/personas?plckUserId=9553d059edab4ebc45f6796e86231676-659206&insiteUserId=9553d059edab4ebc45f6796e86231676-659206
javascript:%20void(0)
javascript:%20void(0)
http://www.sacbee.com/personas?plckUserId=9553d059edab4ebc45f6796e86231676-698736&insiteUserId=9553d059edab4ebc45f6796e86231676-698736
javascript:%20void(0)
javascript:%20void(0)
http://www.sacbee.com/personas?plckUserId=9553d059edab4ebc45f6796e86231676-1440786&insiteUserId=9553d059edab4ebc45f6796e86231676-1440786

Bee exclusive: State's recycled paper trail not so green for climate - Sacramento News - Local and Breaking Sacramento News | Sacramento Bee 7/6/10 10:43 AM

China...there's got to be a US firm doing the processing. That would
solve the tranportation related emissions issue. Mr. Knutson, I'm
surprised you didn't pursue that line in your story. The state
government being wed to Sacramento Recycling Industries is a
primary problem, just as being wed to Hewlett Packard is the base
problem concerning printer cartridges and paper use management.

Recommend (6) . Report abuse

fiftycal wrote on 11/09/2009 05:29:32 PM:

Hey, it's STYLE over SUBSTANCE! Reality does not matter. Only
the APPERANCE of reality. It's not like any of this "environmental”
posing will actually DO ANYTHING. It's only to make the "feel good"
do-gooders FEEL GOOD.
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